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	Rita Levi-Montalcini was born into a Jewish-Italian family whose father believed education made women less able to carry out the roles of wife and mother. But by the age of 20 she began to prepare for medical school, from which she graduated in 1936. Mussolini and his anti-Semitic campaign brought her public career to a halt, and she was forced to do her research in secret. Her questions - - - What causes the single fertilized egg to develop into the different cells of the embryo? What causes nerve cells to grow in a particular direction? Using cell cultures of tumors from mice she was able to induce the growth of nerves in chick embryos, and with her associate Stanley Cohen, isolated and identified Nerve Growth Factor. In 1986 they shared the Nobel Prize for medicine.
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